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The Ichikai Declaration
International Summit on the Grey-faced Buzzard 2019 in Ichikai, Japan

May 25, 2019

Today, researchers and conservationists from Asia gathered in Ichikai Town,
Tochigi Prefecture Japan, to hold the first International Summit on the Grey-
faced Buzzard 2019 in Ichikai, joined by the local people of the town.

The Grey-faced Buzzard is a symbol of the Japanese Satoyama landscape, and
the presence of this apex-predator indicates a healthy ecosystem with rich
biodiversity. The Grey-faced Buzzard migrates beyond country borders so that
people from different nationalities gather along the flyways to witness their
migration every year. Thus, the Grey-faced Buzzard connects people from
different regions and countries.

Recently, the population of the Grey-faced Buzzard has been experiencing a
marked decline, and it has been classified as Vulnerable in the Japanese
Ministry of Environment’s Red List. Habitat loss throughout its distributing
range and illegal poaching in stopover and wintering sites are thought to be
the main causes.

Therefore, international collaboration is crucial to conserve the Grey-faced
Buzzard across its multi-national distribution.

It is also important to work with local communities to sustainably maintain
habitats because the Satoyama ecosystems support both people’s and birds’
livelihoods. Moreover, research must continue to better understand the Grey-
faced Buzzard’s population dynamics and migration, especially in areas where
data is lacking.

Following this gathering at Ichikai, all participants of the summit declare the
importance of the following points as well as action upon them in
collaboration with diverse sectors of society:



1. We understand the importance of local efforts in the breeding,
stopover, and wintering sites of the Grey-faced Buzzard, and will
promote research, education, and conservation efforts in collaboration
with other countries.

2. Because sustainable community development and biodiverse Satoyama
ecosystems are key elements of the Grey-faced Buzzard’s habitat, we
will promote ecologically friendly agricultural/forestry industries and
ecotourism in these areas.

3. In addition to the conservation of the Grey-faced Buzzard themselves,
we will work to establish programs and enact laws that encourage the
conservation and restoration of their habitats, as well as call for support
from governments and international organizations.

4. To achieve the above points, we will hold the International Summit on

the Grey-faced Buzzard in 2020 in Miyakojima, 2021 in the Philippines,
and 2022 in Taiwan.
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