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The Grey-faced Buzzard is a kind of Small Raptors, loved by people as the
migratory birds among South-east Asia and Japan.

However, the Grey-faced Buzzard is threatened with extinction.

It is necessary for conservation of the Grey-faced Buzzard to cooperate with
several areas.

International Summit on the Grey-faced Buzzard will be a opportunity for
people in each wintering, stop-over and breeding areas to gather and discus
for the future of the Grey-faced Buzzard.

The 1st Summit starts in Ichikai town, Tochigi Prefecture where is a famous

breeding area of the Grey-faced Buzard.
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Municipal Mayor of Ichikai town
Masaaki Irino

| am pleased to hold the first meeting of International
Summit on the Grey-faced Buzzard with you linked by the
Grey-faced Buzzard in Ichikai town, where is breeding site
of the buzzards.

We are being responsible for future generations. Now
we are facing the sixth mass extinction and the Grey-faced
Buzzard have been specified in vulnerable species in the
Red List in Japan. Nevertheless, the breeding density of
the Grey-faced Buzzard in Ichikai town is highest in Japan.
If relationship of Grey-faced Buzzards and ecosystems is
broken, ecosystem in other country would be disrupted
and also construction of food web in Ichikai town would
be broken, then wildlife and landscapes would change
from beautiful and rich biodiversity to monotonous. It is
important for future to do with precautionary principle as it
is said “Today birds, Tomorrow man”.

Therefore, we should do conservation for biodiversity
in paddy fields called “Yatsuda” ,which locate besides
forests and many prey animals for the buzzards live in.
There is an urgent need to develop the laws about natural
conservation and to promote to decrease chemicals and
pesticides for agriculture.

These policies are needed not only in Ichikai town
also in whole habitats of the buzzards. For future, these
policies should work in other breeding site in neighbor
cities. Moreover, we have to cooperate with stop-over
sites and wintering sites to enforce these policies which
work on conservation for Grey-faced Buzzards in each
area.

“We borrow the earth from our children”. This is a
native American proverb. We must keep ecosystems in the
earth for future people through international cooperation.
It has great significance in making the residents in
participating countries aware of conservation. | hope
the summit to encourage international relationship of
conservation for the buzzards and to be a symbol of
peace.

And last but not least, | would like to express heartfelt
thanks for your support to all the organizations that we
cooperated, to everyone who supported them, and to all
the volunteers.
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Saturday 25th May 2019 Symposium

09:30  Opening Address

09:50 Opening Ceremony
- “Sashiba wa utauyo (Grey-faced Buzzard sing)” : Ichihana Kindergarden - Sugiyama Kindergarden
+ Musya Japanese Drum : Ichikai Musya Japanese Drum Promotion Association

10:10  Reports on Conservation Activities by children
+ NPO corporation Ichikai Parenting network Habataki
+ Video letter : Miyakojima City and the Philippines

10:40 The awards ceremony Haiku & Senryu competition

11:10  Keynote Lecture
“The Grey-faced Buuzzard - A migratory bird linking nature and people in different countries”
Speaker : Hiroyoshi Higuchi (Professer Emeritus, University of Tokyo)

12:10  Lunch time & Poster Session

13:30 Conservation Activities of the Grey-faced buzzard in each place;
Ichikai Town : Sousai Farm, Society of Tsuzukiya community deviopment,
Village of the Grey-faced Buzzard Association, Village of the Grey-faced Buzzard Nature school
Miyakojima City : Wild Bird Society of Miyako
Taiwan : Raptor Research Group of Taiwan
The Philippines : Raptorwatch Network Philippines / Northwestern University

15:40  Summit for the Grey-faced Buzzard by Mayors
Ichikai town, miyakojima City, Sanchez Mira and Pamplona

16:50  Summit diclaration

16:55 Next Venue Address

Sunday 26th May 2019 Excursion field trip

A course :

Activities in Village of Grey-faced Buzzard Nature School

Visit and go through the Nature School, founded to use and preserve the nature of Village,

the Grey-faced Buzzards lives.

B course :

Tour of "Satoyama" in Ichikai Town

This course is tourism expose to History,Culture and Industory using the nature environment

while visiting and the Satoyama landscape and place for conservation Grey-faced Buzzard lives.
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Opening Ceremony Reports on conservation activities by children
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Hand down the beauty of our hometown through real experience
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Ichihana Kindergarden / Sugiyama Kindergarden
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mIREEA. BILRSA Ichikai Parentiing network Habataki

Ichihana Kindergarden, Sugiyama Kindergarden
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Musya-Japanese Drum
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Ichikai Musha Japanese Drum Promotion Association

We are children about the age of four to six.

We live in rich natural environment remains Satoyama,
where the Grey-faced Buzzard also consider as a good
place for child rearing.

Especially we love to play in the outside. We love to play
in playground, to walk out of the kindergarten and touch
various greeneries, and to grow vegetables in the field.

It is easy for us to see many kinds of wild birds out side
such as Grey-faced Buzzards, tree sparrows, and crows.

The Grey-faced Buzzards doesn’t come to our
playground. Instead, mascot of Ichikai-town, “Sashiba
no Sacchan (Looks like the Grey-faced Buzzard)” come
to summer festival and event. And we all sing a song and
dance ‘Sashiba wa Utauyo(The Grey-faced Buzzard sing)’
together.

TAREARERS o

Ichikai Musha Japanese Drum Promotion Association
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Sound, which beat our heart. Drum, which is
indispensable for the festival.

Our Japanese drum team was established, when the
Hot spring festival had launched in Ichikai-town, with a
few young men wishing to have a local Japanese Drum
team.

We practice so hard that made blisters on our hand,
and improve our skill by participating Japanese drum
session held in various regions in Japan.

We really appreciate that we could complete Japanese
drum set by receiving subsidy from town and prefecture.

In 1992, creative Japanese Drum team ‘Ichikai Musha
Japanese Drum Promotion Association’ was officially
launched. With a many people’s warm support, now we
could play Japanese Drum in various places, including
the town. Also, we named “Rakko (Fun Drum)” for the

MEE, TEMOSALBERZEBLHBOALLDIN
BB, TASSLEERLTVWET, BEOFELEIR. 2
PRERDH->TH, JIIPHAIZ, RICA>TEIRZEHD
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RAYINEERETRDIENTEDE, RADFELDLE
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We are working for a project to provide people with
opportunities to enjoy rich nature and communicate
with locals in Ichikai town. These days children have
fewer opportunities to go playing in the river, paddy
fields and forests. We teach local children and visitors
why Grey-faced Buzzards raise their chicks in this town
and we teach also that we can't maintain satoyama
landscape without proper management. At the gathering
for observation of the Grey-faced Buzzard in June,
participants from adults to children were so excited
because they could see the birds very luckily, and they
just concentrated on observing them with a telescope.
Finding frogs and snakes in a rice paddy, which are preys
of the Grey-faced Buzzard, children were fascinated by
the animals after listening to the explanation about the
animals.

We hope children keep their hometown in their deep
mind through these experiences.

PZAY

Watching
The Grey-faced
Buzzard

elementary school Japanese Drum team and enjoy
practicing instrument together. In 2014, we added new
members and made new team called “Biyakko”. #ﬁc“"e @abolit
E — e Grey-faced
Team “Rakko” get a new uniform form the town '\ . Buzzard
authorities in 2015, which made them practice much harder.

HNIZDUVVTHRRR
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Reports on conservation activities by Children
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Weeks of conservation for Grey-faced Buzzards
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Miyakojima City: Irabu Junior High School
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In every October, Irabu Junior High Shool hold events
for students to consider what should we do for Grey-
faced Buzzard. The event is called “Weeks of conservation
for Grey-faced Buzzards”, in which we enhance our
conscious for conservation for Grey-faced Buzzard and
spread information of conservation for the buzzards to
local communities as animal welfare and relationship with
local communities.

The student council in Irabu junior high school have
been managing activities on the weeks of conservation,
including parade for conservation for Grey-faced Buzzard,
monitoring survey of the buzzards and workshop of
conservation for the buzzards. The student council have
recruited Haiku poetry and slogan about conservation
for Grey-faced Buzzard to whole students in this school
and every student have posted their Haiku poetry and
slogan. Thus, the student council have awarded poetries
and slogans on the workshop. The student council also
have made emblems of Grey-faced Buzzard for students
and they put the emblems on clothing for enhancing
consciousness of conservation for the buzzards. In the
workshop, guest speakers reported about Grey-faced
Buzzard and students learned about conservation for
the buzzards and discussed about topics of the lecture
and what should we do for conservation. Students also
acted musical show about relationship between Grey-
faced Buzzard and Irabu island for their parents and local
people on school presentation day and promoted cleanup
activities as conservation for Grey-faced Buzzards.

Irabu junior high school keeps promoting these
activities for long times. That’s why, students have
conscious of conservation for Grey-faced Buzzards highly
and are working with local community. We would like to
keep this traditional conservation activities for Grey-faced
Buzzard.

Z4VEVDFEBT=BIZLB Y I/NRERE
Conservation Activities for Grey-faced Buzzards
by local students in the Philippines
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MIYAKOJIMA

Since 2015 educational activities about Grey-faced
Buzzard protection have been undertaken by Raptorwatch
Network Philippines and Asian Raptor Research and
Conservation Network (ARRCN), targeting local students.
After the project of Grey-faced Buzzard protection
(Sagip SAWI) had been started 2017 in Sanchez-Mira
and Pamplona, students contributed to protection of the
birds through some activities, such as poster contest
and creative dance inspired by Grey-faced Buzzard. This
wonderful dance students made was happily welcomed by
Japanese visitors at the end of March.

We are expecting deeper interaction between students
through Grey-faced Buzzard and continuing conservation
activities.
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Creative dance

inspired by

the Grey-faced Buzzard
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Keynote lecture
Hiroyoshi Higuchi
(Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo)
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Professor Emeritus,
The University of Tokyo
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The Grey-faced Buzzard
scanning paddy fields for
foods from a branch

photo : Goshawk Protection Fund

The Grey-faced Buzzard

- A migratory bird linking nature and people in different countries -

The Grey-faced Buzzard (Butastur indicus) is a symbolic
raptor species of Satoyama in Japan, where paddy fields,
streams, and forests coexist in a mosaic landscape. The
buzzards are the apex predator in the Satoyama ecosystem.
During each spring, they migrate from southern Asia to Japan
for breeding. Recently, their population has been declining in
many parts of the breeding areas; hence, the Ministry of the
Environment has designated them as Vulnerable (VU) on the
Red List of Japan. Their decline is mainly caused by poaching
and habitat destruction/deterioration in the breeding, staging,
and wintering grounds.

In this presentation, | will describe the breeding ecology,
migration routes, and wintering ecology of the buzzards. Then,
I will illustrate how the buzzards link nature and people along
the migration routes and the conservation measures devised
for this species.

The breeding ecology of the buzzard has been studied well
in Chiba and Tochigi Prefectures, in central Honshu, Japan.

In particular, detailed research has been conducted at Ichikai,
in Tochigi Prefecture, a representative breeding area for the
buzzards. The buzzards occur here in the environment where
the both sides of medium-sized paddy fields are surrounded
by a large expanse of forest. These habitat characteristics are
related to the foraging ecology of the buzzards. During spring
and early summer, the buzzards perch on tree tops, scan the
ground for food such as frogs and snakes, and dive down

to capture the prey. In late June and early July, they change
their foraging site and food, and prey on insect larvae on tree
leaves. This is because insects are abundant in forests during
this season, while locating frogs and snakes becomes difficult
in paddy fields during rice cultivation. Thus, the buzzards live

successfully by using the rich biodiversity of Satoyama, which
changes with time and space.

Grey-faced Buzzards commence migration in Septem-
ber. Based on satellite-tracking data, the buzzards of central
Honshu have been shown to migrate through Kinki, Shikoku,
and southern Kyushu, to the South-West Islands of southern
Japan. They feed on grasshoppers and other insects in grass-
land farms that are surrounded by tree stands. The buzzards
breeding in northern Kyushu migrate through the South-West
Islands to the Philippines, without stopping over in Taiwan.
They feed on insects and small animals in pineapple planta-
tions and the surrounding wintering areas.

On the migration routes, many people come to watch the
buzzards and other migrating raptors. There are several watch-
ing spots where thousands of people visit each day. These
people may see the same flocks of migrating raptors in differ-
ent periods. At some spots, festivals are held to coincide with
the raptor migration during spring and autumn. People from
different countries exchange information for better understand-
ing about the raptor migration. It is believed that raptors, such
as the Grey-faced Buzzard, link many people living in remote
areas along their migration routes.

In many areas along the migration routes, various measures
have been implemented to conserve the rapidly declining
Grey-faced Buzzards. In the northern Philippines, Japanese
scientists, local conservationists, and governments cooperat-
ed in ceasing poaching after surveying the state of the poach-
ing. International cooperation is required to conduct extensive
studies and conserve migratory raptors, such as Grey-faced
Buzzards.
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Grey-faced Buzzard in a nest.
This picture is made from a
survey of preys in a nest in
one month of June. It shows
that the buzzards eat various
animals like frogs,snakes and
insects.

13




&)
o
<
N
N
=
(o]
o
O
3
-
L]
o
O
4
O
=
=
=
p=
N
]
<
4
O
<
2
24
(L]
—
=

Syb20191HR

EBR T2\

=y ZY ) A

RS - TR OHY #H A

Conservation

Activities of
Grey-faced Buzzard
In Each Place




HHHSDYIINRE «c HRRONMVES omam

Conservation Activities of Grey-faced Buzzard
in Ichikai Town
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Grey-faced Buzzard In Ichilkai town

Around Ichikai town there exists healthy Satoyama
environment, where the Grey-faced Buzzards breed and
various kinds of living things are to be found. At the same
time, this environment provides us with nostalgic scenery
and abundant food. The reason why the many Grey-faced
Buzzards habitat in this area is that there are lots of paddy
fields in the mountains and agriculture has been practiced
there. However, their habitats have been deteriorated due
to aging population and decreasing number of farmers.

It is essential to revitalize community in an
environmentally sound way, centering on agriculture, so
that the Grey-faced Buzzards conservation will be achieved
and rich environment will be passed on to the future. Then,
“Basic concept creating the Village of the Grey-faced
Buzzard” was designed and as a future vision of the town,
“the town where balanced environmental and economic
activities exist based on Satoyama landscape with the
Grey-faced Buzzard” was targeted.
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Sousai Farm

YONPERENM AT EITICRELKEZDLRALLS IC, TTHET
ICBELTHFRMELFE LA S, BIME B EREE DR
BEENMT B B - BEOILEMN->THLI OIS, FIRME
OHHEEZ P ANCE B ZL, @LERMNXELRLE, BOHEET
ZEBEELTESLTWET,

FHEBEBDOKBRARY L DIEFH, BTANOREREE#EL, Bk
BEVIS— BEEHNOHOINRMEIEY [KEE]. AEEOHA
x> x795 [KKo57 ] mBER#HEE< /LY [SATOYAMA
NIV =3 =Ty b [ NODBEDBEIDCY | BE, 12{SAD
R E—EIC. MER>TULWWeZALEAREBZDEIhEL I %
L=\ Td,

RRRE

Sousai Farm
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Just as Sashiba flies to Ichikai-town, where is rich in nature,

we migrated to Ichikai-town to take part in new farming and
child raising. In order to get to know agriculture, food and
environment, taking advantage of the experience of the Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers and organic farming, we

are doing local activities like new farmer's trainee acceptance,
town revitalization, and developing country technical support.
In Japan, there is a word “Hyakushou” mean one hundred
surnames to honor farmers who do one hundred jobs. We want
to be it.

Other than our farm experience events, we have Organic
farming seminar, “Soy club” Miso making starting from sowing,
“Rice club” sharing rice fields of Yatsuda, “SATOYAMA Healthy
market” that is Ichikai Town prosperous Marche, “Visiting
Engawa the front porch of country house in Ichikai Sashiba
town”. We want to rediscover the good things in this town in
collaboration with various groups in and outside the town.
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Society of Tsuzukiya Community development

Our passion as "Society of Tsuzukiya community
development” is to educate locals realizing that they

are happy to live there, and pass the community to the
next generation. With the increasing number of locals
being satisfied with the livelihood in their community, the
community will be more attractive and people will visit
there, without any special effort.

Creation of community is achieved when people unite.
Even if it was not achieved by one person, it would be
attained by people cooperating with others. So we are
supporting each other and thinking about the future of
our community. Currently we are working for restoration
of abandoned paddy fields in Tsuzukiya in order to hold
gatherings for firefly observation and biological surveys.
We also educate people to be Tokologist, specialist in
Tsuzukiya, by teaching history and nature of Tsuzukiya.
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Village of Grey-faced Buzzard Association
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Association of Satoyama of Grey-faced Buzzard is a group
that work as a private sector according to actions and policies
of “Basic concept creatring the Village of Grey-faced Buzzards”
which was designed in 2013 in Ichikai Town. This group is
composed of farmers, merchants and traders, Chamber of
commerce and industry, town hall and Michi-no-Eki (a roadside
rest area for those driving across Japan) in Ichikai Town. We
work together with supporting groups including NPO.

Our main activity is extended to 4 areas centering on green
tourism as below:

1.Promoting Interaction between cities and rural areas(farming
workshop, walking tour)

2.Human resource development (guide training course, Tokologist
training course)

3.Satoyama Conservation (conservation activities, Kin-Buna
(Carassius buergeri subsp) conservation project)

4.Tourism and Community development(House-hopping)

Through these activities we make a contribution to create
environment suitable for the Grey-faced Buzzard’s rearing and to
make Ichikai Town more attractive.
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(Sashibano-sato Nature scool)
Village of Grey-faced Buzzard Nature school

MEEY S NOED Y ERBECHEBREDBEDR 4 “Sashibano-sato Nature school (Village of Grey-faced
NOBWHA W] EEHLT, 2016 EIZHFEHREREEN Buzzard nature school)” is founded by Goshawk Protection
BLoRLEMAZERLTRILIZON [ "0BER Fund in 2016 in order for conservation and effective
FR] TY, utilization of satoyama. Its foundation is linked to “Basic
a HLIS0FEDHRRE 4ANIR—IL DMK, ZOHIT concept creating the Village of the Grey-faced Buzzard”
: CHRERCZDMARE, BIULOGLLWRENTRTEELES, and experiential Michi-no-eki “Village of the Grey-faced
g ZZTlE, BEYHLIER - £EBLPT VLS ICREZETT - Buzzard Ichikai”.
g FIETHLEHIC, BEE - ELFERTRONEZHEL In the Nature school all kinds of Satoyama-like
3 TWET, BAIFICEAIALPKERENZHESL, = environment exist, such as 150-year-old Japanese style
g o SIS NP EVNET, £EHLOBECEECESHOBREL house, 4 hectares copse, paddy fields in the valley,
ﬁ LE, E. BAREBERRITEIENTE, HRIFEERT & reservoir and so on. We are working for restoration and
g é il 700 25 BR DK IADFELPRIENHNDHERICHR proper management of the environment to provide habitats
=+ DExEL7, for animals and plants, and we are cultivating pesticide-
8 5_"' and-chemical-free rice and wheat. Frogs and insects are
s ; easily found in paddy fields and the Grey-faced Buzzards
§ g are flying in the sky.
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Asian Raptor Research & Conservation Network
Wild Bird Society of Miyako

Katsumori Kugai
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Kids and the bird
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Birds for Sale

Migration of Grey-faced Buzzard and

Its Conservation Activities

in the Miyako islands, Okinawa, Japan

Since olden times, people of the Miyako Islands, widely
known as the roosting place of the Grey-faced Buzzard have
been very excited during the autumnal migratory season.

Although today the Grey-faced Buzzard is a protected
species, these islands have a long history of catching the
birds. When schools had athletic meetings during the autumnal
migratory season, the local people often protested to the
schools because the sound of bells, drums and voices scared
the birds and meant that they couldn’t catch them.

The local people of the Miyako Islands have developed
a unique method for catching the birds. They built a special
catching house (hunting blind) called “Tsugya” in the local
language (Photo 1). Formerly, they have caught tens of
thousands of the birds by using this hunting blind.

EE3

YAy

Photo1
Hunting Blind

At that time, the Grey-faced Buzzard were sold at markets
or were given to all of the children as their pets (Photo 2).
Children competed with each other to see whose bird could fly
the further distance. They tied a string which was attached to
a wooden clog around both legs and then released the birds,
holding on to the wooden clog, for race (Photo 3).

| have called them “Culture on Grey-faced Buzzard” in the
Miyako Island, Okinawa, Japan.
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Raptor Research Group of Taiwan

Lucia Liu Severinghaus
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Migration and conservation of

Grey-faced Buzzards (Butastur indicus) in Taiwan

RRGT started monitoring Grey-faced buzzards (GFB)
migration in Sept. 2004 at Kenting, Pingtung, and in March 2008
both in Kuanyin Mountin, Taipei, and at Kenting. Based on the
2004-2018 data collected using standardized methods, the date
the first fall migrant appeared varied between 18 Sept and 11
Oct, and the last birds passed through Kenting between 28 Oct
and Oct 31. The total number of GFB migrating through Kenting
each autumn varied among years, 23,140 birds being the lowest,
and 59,803 the highest. Some years 90% of the GFB passed
through Kenting in 7 days, whereas in other years it took 15
days (average 11.06+3.33d). The length of the migration period
each year had no correlation with the total population of the
year. Peak migration (highest number per day) in these 15 years
occurred between Oct 6-18, most often on Oct 11 or 14. Peak
day occurred early in the season, with smaller and smaller waves
passing through subsequently. The time of arrive of each wave
may reflect the distance of their wintering grounds from Taiwan.
From 2008 to 2015 in Kenting, the spring migration of GFB took
place from 6 March to 5 May (average 46+4 d), with total num-
bers varied from 22,410 to 10,542 birds. Peak numbers occurred
between 14-24 March, except two years. The routes taken by
north bound GFB were more varied. In 2008 RRGT volunteers
positioned in different vantage points failed to discover where
GFB entered Taiwan from the ocean. From 2009 to 2015, RRGT
field staff monitored weather radar images to locate approaching
flocks, then rushed to appropriate observation points to count

their numbers. Not all the northbound GFB passed through
Taiwan. Among those that did, most entered the southern tip of
Taiwan from SW, whereas some flocks entered from the south
or SE. North bound birds appeared to move in smaller flocks
scattered through many more days than when on southward
migration.

Satellite tracking revealed that the GFB that pass through Taiwan
mostly bred in N. Korea, near the N. Korea/China border. One
bird used the foothills of Kyushu. Satellite tracking confirmed
that some birds drowned at sea. Northbound birds often
stopped several times on route before reaching their breeding
grounds. GFBs returned to the same wintering and same
breeding sites.

Historically GFB was hunted by villagers in Taiwan. In early
1970s, total hunting ban reduced the scale of hunting, but
poaching still occurred in remote areas. In 1980s, major
educational efforts were mounted to stop the killing of migratory
shrikes and GFBs. Taiwan’s Wildlife Conservation Law promul-
gated in 1987 granted GFB total protection. By 2000, very little
hunting existed on this species. RRGT worked closely with local
leaders and teachers to promote ecotourism, developed GFB
friendly merchandize for local shops, and produced movies on
GFB for public viewing. Watching autumn migration at Kenting
has become an extremely popular activity which attracts 30 to
40 thousand visitors to the site every year.
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in the Philippines
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Study areas:

1. Sta. Ana, Cagayan Valley
2. Sanchez Mira,
Cagayan Valley
3. Claveria, Cagayan Valley
4. Sta. Praxedes,
Cagayan Valley
5. Pagudpud, llocos Norte
6. Tanay, Rizal
7. Malinsuno Island,
Palawan
8. Digos, Davao del Sur
9. Cape San Agustin,
Davao Oriental
10. Rio del Pilar, Glan,
Sarangani

RAPTORWATCH
e
PHILIPPINES

Raptorwatch Network Philippines
Alex M. Tiongco
Maria Teresa A. Cervero
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1) X /3A M Governor Generoso, Cape San Agustin

2) ¥5H=M Glan, Cross XU Rio del Pilar
FEOEY - 74V HS ALK (BAPHEXILD
1—-FYTKREE) OEIEHANEBENEDIL

3) dt4 B X Pagudpud, Pancian

4) AHY/RL—H#F, Sanchez Mira 4> FxX-35
KO Pamplona /s> 7' 0 —+

5) AHY/NL—H175, Sta. Ana
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2020 £(Z@IF T Bo. Inaban, Tikwi, Dupax Norte,
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Study areas

Raptor Migration Study in the Philippines

The Philippines is an important link in the East Asian Oceanic
Raptor Migratory flyway. However, for many years no structured
studies have really been made regarding migration, species,
numbers, routes, ecology etc. To address the problem, a group
of raptor enthusiasts participated in the ARRCN sponsored
“Collaborative research Project on Raptor Migration 2012-13” in-
volving countries along the East Asian Oceanic Raptor Migratory
Flyway. This initial project eventually gave rise to the formation of
Raptorwatch Network Philippines (“Raptorwatch”), an organiza-
tion devoted to the studies of the raptor migration and conserva-
tion in the Philippines.

In line with the programs, and with the strong assistance and
support of the ARRCN and allied Japanese conservation groups
Raptorwatch has discovered over 10 regions in the Philippines
which are important raptor flyways.

Raptorwatch Network Philippines believes that in order for its
projects to succeed, there must be community involvement and
empowerment.

So far since 2012 we have as active partners:- 6 local gov-
ernment units, 2 national government units, 3 universities and 1
local college.

Last year (2018), with the help of our Japanese Partners, the
scope of Raptorwatch Network Philippines projects was broad-
ened. Aside from raptor migration monitoring and community
education, reforestation and forest nurturing have been added
to its activities. The latter projects are aimed at regenerating and
nurturing the raptor migration flyways.

Raptorwatch Network Philippines are happy to report that it
now has 5 active community-run study areas all located on
the lands-ends of the Philippines:

-For Autumn Migration - before the raptors leave the
Philippines for Indonesia

1) Cape San Agustin, Governor Generoso, Davao Oriental

2) Cross/Rio del Pilar, Glan, Sarangani

For Spring Migration — before the raptors leave the Philippines
for their breeding areas in the Palearctic:-

3) Pancian, Pagudpud, llocos Norte

4) Sanchez Mira and Pamplona, Cagayan Valley

5) Sta. Ana Cagayan Valley.

Plans for the future

A major project for 2020 is to establish a watchsite at Bo.
Inaban, Tikwi, Dupax Norte, Nueva Viscaya. We have reports
that there is hunting going on here. We have already contacted
our partners in conservation -- the Department of Tourism and
the Department of Energy and Natural Resources (DENR) for
assistance in our drive. We shall be needing your support on this
matter.
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Raptorwatch Network Philippines
University of the Philippines

Jelaine L. Gan
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Sagip Sawi: Transforming People-Raptor

Ties for Conservation

The Grey-faced Buzzard (Butastur indicus), locally known as
Sawi, is both a passage and wintering migrant in the Philippines.
During spring migration on March and April, more than 30,000
buzzards pass through the municipality of Sanchez Mira. The
town is located at the northern tip of Luzon, and serves as an
important roosting site before the buzzards head to Taiwan and
Japan. The buzzards are found in close proximity with human
settlements since they roost on coconut trees. For this reason,
the local community has developed a tradition of hunting buz-
zards. An informal survey conducted in 2015 revealed sports and
food as the main reasons for hunting.

Conservation efforts to stop the hunting was initiated in 2014
by members of the Raptorwatch Network Philippines. Since then,
mini-symposia, fora, and festivals have been organized with the
help of local government units, academic institutions, and inter-
national partners. Generally, the community was open-minded
about stopping the hunting after explaining the importance of the
raptors.

Ultimately, the strong political will of the mayor paved the
way for the success of the “Sagip Sawi” (Save the Buzzards)
campaign. After four years, the hunting activity has noticeably
been reduced, whereas seeing men with airguns were common
before the campaign. | conducted unstructured interviews with
local people to assess their knowledge and perception of the
buzzards, to see whether the campaign has been effective in
disseminating information. Identified gaps in awareness of the
buzzards will be used as basis for future information education
campaigns.
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Conservation Activities of Grey-faced Buzzard
in the Philippines
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Raptor Migration Study
in the Philippines

Migratory birds are common along the northwestern side of
the island Luzon Philippines, from Cagayan down to the Capital
Manila and its southern suburbs. Water bird records keeps
increasing every year and new country reports are added to the
Philippines bird list. Raptors on the other hand are becoming
popular, and extensive research commenced as early as 2015
to document species diversity, thanks to the Asian Raptor
Research and Conservation Network and the Raptorwatch
Network Philippines.

The locals in the past are known to hunt birds for recreation
or for exotic food because they occur only in seasonal basis,
while farmers use their migration occurrence to time their
cultivation for seasonal crops. Some farmers also believe the
presence of these migrants can help cultivate their crops lesser
chemicals and pesticides as they provide manure to the soil
while help eliminate insect/animal pests. However, the cultural
inclination of these raptors to the local community has not yet
been investigated as some areas still considered them threat
to their farm animals. Whilst there are conservation initiatives
placed underway, there must be a vivid study on the perception
of the local community to these raptor species. How they are
integrated in their beliefs, daily life and culture, a line that can be
drawn to properly educate them and be part of the holistic

approach in conserving these special birds of prey. The
Northwesterniana team therefore launched an extensive research
to conduct deeper study on the migrating avifauna with focus
on raptor species to understand their cultural inclination and
migrating pattern and to provide vivid picture of what is happen-
ing during migration in the northwestern part of the Island Luzon.
As a result, the team was able to provide corresponding
names of the local and migrating raptors where ‘tikwey/sawi’
Grey-faced Buzzard; ‘Banog’ Philippine hawk eagle; ‘sawi’t taaw’
White Bellied Sea-eagle; ‘kali/bucao’ Brahminy kite; “manga-
boyo” Philippine Serpent Eagle. Their cultural significance and
how they are valued by the local communities are documented.
Reports of species submitted by our collaborator from the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources are also
compiled. The migration flyway is slowly solving like puzzle and
the forest refugia are plotted on maps, assessed and monitored
giving a whole picture of biological diversity, and the ecology of
their varying ecosystems. Projected flyways, possible roosting
areas and proposed observation points are also recommended,
in addition to the programed educational interventions.
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Municipal Mayor of
Miyakojima City
Toshihiko Shimoji

We are delighted that the International Summit on Grey -faced
Buzzard 2019 ICHIKAI will be held under the efforts of all parties
involved.

The Grey-faced Buzzard is familiar to Miyakojima citizens
as a migratory bird in October and is designated as a city
bird of Miyakojima city. According to the Okinawa Prefectural
Government's survey of the number of flying Grey-faced Buzzard
in Miyakojima city, it was 20,000 to 50,000 birds every year in
the 1970s, but there were sometimes less than 20,000 birds year
after year, and it decreased to about 10,000 birds from 2014 to
2017. However, it recovered to 20,244 birds in 2018. | feel this is
the result of many people's the Grey-face Buzzard conservation
activities and | am very pleased.

I hope that the International Summit on Grey-faced Buzzard
2019 ICHIKAI will be successful and the network of Grey-faced
Buzzard conservation activities will be sustained and ICHIKAI will
continue to be a breeding ground for Grey-faced Buzzard.

Municipal Mayor of Pamplona city
Arnie Angelica Sampaga

It is my great privilege and honor to be invited as one of your
guests in the upcoming Summit to be held at Ichikai, Japan. It
has been four years now, way back the time of my dearly beloved
brother, the late Ex-Mayor Aaron P. Sampaga that the Municipality
of Pamplona has been involved and supported your advocacy of
preserving the “Sawi Bird” in our municipality and in the whole
country.

As the Local Chief Executive of this town, it is my primordial
duty to ensure the preservation of the flora and fauna that is found
within our locality most especially the endangered one for our
future generation. | want our children’s children to appreciate,
enjoy and value the God given beauty of nature. And so | enjoin
with you in your campaign for the people’s awareness in the
strengthening of the conservation and preservation of “Sawi Bird”.
Rest assure that you have my full support in all your endeavors.
Thank you and more power to all of you.
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Municipal Mayor of
Sanchez Mira city

Asela Sacramed

| salute the organizers of the Summit on Grey-faced Buzzard
for your invaluable efforts in extending your invitation to us, your
partners from the Philippines. Indeed this endeavor will pave a
great way to strengthen and establish the linkages that we have
started.

My utmost gratitude to the ASIAN RAPTOR RESEARCH
AND CONSERVATION NETWORK for your unstinting support
to the programs of the Local Government of Sanchez Mira in
the preservation of its natural resources and enhancement of its
Tourism Industry.

Indeed your persistent efforts to come to our humble
municipality had been great factors for my fellow Sanchez
Miranians to realize that we can become good stewards through
the diligent implementation of sustainable programs on the
preservation of God-given natural resources particularly the Grey
—Faced Buzzard. Much more, it made us appreciate not only the
beauty of nature but also the importance of the existence of these
birds in our ecosystem.

Our partnership with you has gone a long way,on behalf of the
people of Sanchez Mira, | appreciate the generosity ,commitment
and support that you are extending to the Local Government of
Sanchez Mira,Philippines.

God bless and more power!
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Activities of longevity the Grey-faced Buzzard
and Azeta-yatsu work shop

Azetayatsu work shop + Wild sciety of Japan Chiba-Pref.
Toshio Asano
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Environmental preservation for

the Grey-faced Buzzard in Toyota-City

Wild Bird Society of Japan
Kenji Kawashima, Koji Oohata
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Regeneration of breeding habitat of
the Grey-faced Buzzard in Miura peninsula

Miura peninsula Biodiversity Conservation Network
Shigeya Suzuki, Makio Tenpaku
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The Grey-faced Buzzard nesting habitat of crisis

Wild Bird Society of Mie
Toshiaki Sasama
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We realized rich Satoyama environment of
Kokai area though bird watching
Ichikai elementary school
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Village of the Grey-faced Buzzard Association
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Conservation satoyama as habitat of
the Grey-faced Buzzard

Kodomo Ecoclub
Kuniyoshi Miyata
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“Regenerative buying” for the

Grey-faced Buzzard conservation

Nature conservation society of Japan  Seiichi Dejima
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Forest conservation for the Grey-faced Buzzard in
Shimoji-jima of Miyako islands

Nature conservation society of Japan
Seiichi Dejima
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Protection of the Grey-faced buzzard and the importance
of the cooperation across national borders

Ritsumeikan Uji High school
Izumi Marie Yamashita (with co-author Toru Yamazaki)
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The Grey-faced Buzzard Protection Eco-tour of 2019

Nature conservation society of Japan(1), Alpine Tour Service Co.(2)
Yumiko taguchi(1), hibi akira(2)
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Ecology and status of the
Grey-faced Buzzard in Ichikai town

Goshawk Protection Fund
Jun Nonaka
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Status and changing trends of SATOYAMA biodiversity
in Japan revealed by citizen science and application of
the data for community developments and conservation
activities; outcomes of “Monitoring sites 1000 SATOYAMA
program” over the past decade

Nature conservation society of Japan(1),

Biodiversity Center of Japan, Ministry of the Environment(2)

Taku Fujita(1), Nana Goto(1), Shinichi Takagawa(1), Kiyomi
Yasumiba(1),

Yuka Ichituka(2)
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Migration of the Grey-faced Buzzard in Miyako Islands

Wild Bird Society of Miyako
Kunihiro Nakachi
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Autumn migration of the Grey-faced Buzzard
in Mashiko town

Wild Bird Society of Japan Ibaraki
Susumu Ikeno
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The migration of the Grey-faced Buzzard
in the basin of Okitsu River and Abe River

Hawk migration SHIZUOKA network
Yoshiyuki Tajima, Takashi kawabata
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Hawk Migration at Myojyoyama, Fujinomiya,
Shizuoka Prefecture

Myojyoyama Hawk Watching Fun Club
Toshio Nakane
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The example of using hacking to reintroduce of
the Grey-faced Buzzard offspring

Hocho's
Misato Yoshida

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Bz NEFERT S !

EFAZF - BIIAEZR

ROER. AR B TR FE. 4R Tk

Let's attract the Grey-faced Buzzards to Satoyama!

Iwate University, Satoyama Seikatsu Gakkou
Atsuki Azuma, Kou Kouchiyama, Haruki Kouchiyama, Tetsuya
Sasaki
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Distribution map individual picture of
a Buzzard eagles in Uken.

Ukenson Syozo Yona
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Analysis of the genetic diversity and structure of the
Greyfaced Buzzard (Butastur indicus) in Japan, based on
mtDNA

Iwate University Kazuya Nagai, Atsuki Azuma
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Development of the local population
on the Grey-faced Buzzards in Aomori, northern Japan

N.P.O OOSEKKALAND
Osamu Mikami
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Example of breeding site of
the Grey-faced Buzzard in mountainous area

The Japan Falconiformes Center
Keiya Nakajima, Taku Katano, Yoshitsugu Takeda, Ken Kobayashi
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Habitat evaluations at the range boundary of the Grey-
faced Buzzards: inferring effects of voles and frogs as
major prey

University of Tokyo Go Fujita
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Breeding site preference of the Grey-faced Buzzards in
agricultural landscapes with extremely late irrigations
for paddy fields

University of Tokyo  Kensuke Kito
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Azetayatsu work shop * Wild sciety of Japan Chiba-Pref.
Toshio Asano

Introduction of Grey-faced Buzzad of breeding
parents for 12 consecutive years and preservation of the
environment.

05

02

PINDTHEHILD Environmental preservation for
REYEEARRTROR the Grey-faced Buzzard,in Toyota-City
i BA, AME 2=
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Wild Bird Society of Japan
Kenji Kawashima, Koji Oohata

We would like to introduce the Grey-faced Buzzad's
conservation activities in "Toyota City Nature Sanctuary”,
which is managed by the Wild Bird Society of Japan as
designated manager.
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We realized rich Satoyama environment of
Kokai area though bird watching

Ichikai elementary school

Our school holds a bird watching gathering to nurture love
for nature, making use of its rich Satoyama environment.
We will present how kids enjoyed observation and their
feeling.

03

SHEBICE T Y Y NEFEM Regeneration of breeding habitat of
BIE~NDOED fA A4 the Grey-faced Buzzard in Miura peninsula
SREBEMZHRERS Miura peninsula Biodiversity Conservation Network
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Shigeya Suzuki, Makio Tenpaku

We are trying to restore the abandoned terraced rice-
field as a breeding ground and revitalize the community
through restart of breeding and creating more attractive
rich environment.
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YO NOBEERFERDFFICOWVT Activities of Village of the

o N B E RS Grey-faced Buzzard Nature school
=B Village of the Grey-faced Buzzard Nature school
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07

Jun Endo

Village of the Grey-faced Buzzard Nature school was
established in 2016 in order for conservation and wise
use of Satoyama.There are old Japanese-style house, 5
hectares coppice forest, paddy fields in the valley.

I will introduce our agriculture and activities to provide
habitat for wildlife.
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Yo NEBEM DB The Gray-faced Buzzard nesting
E;g@;i@%fi habitat of crisis
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Wild Bird Society of Mie
Toshiaki Sasama

We introduce our effort in Yokkaichi city to protect the
Grey-faced Buzzad's nest, which are threatened by the
construction of mega solar system.
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Activites of Villege of the
Grey-faced Buzzard Association

Village of Grey-faced Buzzard Association
Yasuko Endo

Villege of the Grey-faced Buzzard Association is an
organization composed of farmers, merchants and
traders and Michi-no-eki. We are working for community
revitalization, aiming at creation of attractive town and
suitable environment for grey-faced buzzard.
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Conservation satoyama as habitat of the
Grey-faced Buzzard

Kodomo Ecoclub
Kuniyoshi Miyata

Kodomo Ecoclub is a kid’s group doing various activities
for Satoyama conservation mainly through simplified
biological survey of satoyama and Kujigawa, including
water quality test.
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“Regenerative buying” for the

Grey-faced Buzzard conservation
Nature conservation society of Japan
Seiichi Dejima

Cosmetic brand LUSH, in cooperation with NACS-J,
has begun material procurement such as straws from
7 satoyama areas, where conservation and restoration
of Grey-faced Buzzard are implemented.
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Forest conservation for the Grey-faced
Buzzard in Shimoji-jima of Miyako islands

Nature conversation society of Japan

seiichi Dejima

NACS-J and Wild Bird Society of Miyako have started
“Saveing forest of the Grey-faced Buzzard” in Shimoji-
jima, which is a migratory stopover site for them. We are
cooperating with municipalities,schools and Mitsubishi
Estate Corporation.
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Goshawk Protection Fund
Jun Nonaka

Goshawk Protection Fund is a NPO working for protection,
survey and research and education of birds of prey. We
will introduce their ecology and change in habitat situation
revealed by our research since 2002.
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across national borders

Ritsumeikan Uji High school

Izumi Marie Yamashita (with co-author Toru Yamazaki)

By attending an ecotour in Philippines, | learned about the
conservation activity of Grey faced buzzard in Philippines
and the importance of the cross-national cooperation
between Philippines and Japan.
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Status and changing trends of SATOYAMA biodiversity
in Japan revealed by citizen science and application of
the data for community developments and conservation
activities; outcomes of “Monitoring sites 1000 SATOYAMA
program” over the past decade

Nature conservation society of Japan(1),

Biodiversity Center of Japan, Ministry of the Environment(2)

Taku Fujita(1), Nana Goto(1), Shinichi Takagawa(1), Kiyomi Yasumiba(1),
Yuka Ichituka(2)

Monitoring sites 1000 SATOYAMA is the long-term
survey program in which over 2500 citizens participates
for understanding satoyama environments. The data are
applying for developments and conservation activities in
each community.
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Gray-faced Buzzard Protection Eco-tour
of 2019

The Nature Conservation Society of Japan1, Alpine Tour Service Co., Ltd.2
Yumiko Taguchil, Akira Hibi2

Before crossing to Japan, traditional poaching of Gray-
faced Buzzards in northern Philipines reached about 5000
every year, continued recently. Now poaching is stopped
due to eco-tour.
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Wild Bird Society of Miyako
Kunihiro Nakachi

We use the data of the migratory birds survey in Autumn
conducted by WBSM, starting the survey in 1973,to show
decreasing number of migratory and consider the cause.
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Wild Bird Society of Japan Ibaraki
Susumu lkeno

We investigate the autum migration the Grey-faced
Buzzard in Mashiko town from 2017. The maigration
continue from middle August to late September.
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The migration of the Grey-faced Buzzard

in the basin of Okitsu River and Abe River

Hawk migration SHIZUOKA network
Yoshiyuki Tajima, Takashi kawabata

We have continued to observe the hawk migration in the
basin of Okitsu River and Abe River since 2004.We will
consider how the Grey-faced Buzzard is passing through
this basin.
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Myojyoyama Hawk Watching Fun Club
Toshio Nakane

Myojyoyama is located near Mount Fuji and has 200 meter
height hill. We have counted migrating hawks since 1997.
We report yearly change in the number of Gray-Faced
buzzards observed.
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It is suggested that “hacking” is effective method of
reintroducing rescued the Grey-faced Buzzard chicks in
nature. We keep collecting report of sighting for future
rare species rehabilitation.
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Let's attract the Grey-faced Buzzards
to Satoyama!

Iwate University, Satoyama Seikatsu Gakkou
Atsuki Azuma, Kou Kouchiyama, Haruki Kouchiyama, Tetsuya Sasak

We set up a perch for the Grey-faced Buzzards and
weeded around them. As a result, we succeeded in
attracting GFBs. We will introduce our future effort.
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We have been observing the Grey-faced Buzzard
overwintering in 'Ukenson' in nothernmost island for
wintering and identified 165 territories. Through research
on each bird’s migration, we made a distribution map.
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Analysis of the genetic diversity and structure
of the Grey-faced Buzzard (Butastur indicus)
in Japan, based on mtDNA

Iwate University Kazuya Nagai, Atsuki Azuma

We analyzed genetic diversity and structure based on
sequence data of mtDNA from 107 GFB individuals and
found that the diversity was sufficiently high.
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Analysis of the genetic diversity and structure
of the Grey-faced Buzzard (Butastur indicus) in
Japan, based on mtDNA

Iwate University Kazuya Nagai

| monitored a local population of the Grey-faced Buzzard
in Aomori city for six yearrs. It is assumed that additional
fledglings from the original pair have expanded this
population.
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Example of breeding site of
the Grey-faced Buzzard in mountainous area

The Japan Falconiformes Center
Keiya Nakajima, Taku Katano, Yoshitsugu Takeda, Ken Kobayashi

The Grey-faced Buzzard (Butastur indicus) is typical
birds of prey in Satoyama. But, their breeding site is also
observed in mountainous area without farmland. Example
in Shiga prefecture, Japan is presented.
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Habitat evaluations at the range boundary of
Grey-faced Buzzards: inferring effects of voles
and frogs as major prey

University of Tokyo Go Fujita

We report results from 4-years study on seasonal changes
in distributions of the Grey-faced Buzzard and eastern
buzzards, their major prey at the range boundary of Grey-
faced Buzzards.
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Breeding site preference of the Grey-faced
Buzzards in agricultural landscapes with
extremely late irrigations for paddy fields
University of Tokyo Kensuke Kito

We showed breeding site preference of buzzards varied
regionally. Buzzards preferred grassland in Kyusyu unlike in
Kanto, which may be caused by differences in climate and
irrigation schedule of paddies.
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