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Summary

The aim of this report is to estimate the economic value of Nagara River ecosystem that
has been destroyed by estuary dam by contingent valuation method (CVM). CVM is regarded
as the best method for estimating the non-use value of ecosystem, such as option value and
existence value, at the present time. We conducted a questionnaire survey of the basin of Nagara
River, Nagoya and Tokyo. The main query of this questionnaire is ” If Nagara River ecosys-
tem were improved by removing the dam, could you pay _ yen / year by tax.” We asked
each respondent with the double~bounded dichotomous choice method. If the first response
is yes, the second bid is greater than the first bid. While, if the first response is no, the second
bid is smaller. We mailed a questionnaire to 5,000 households in October 2000, and we got an
answer from each 1,126 household. We estimated the economic value of Nagara River ecosys-
tem at 300 billiort /year by using the Survival Analysis. The value throughout the future was
estimated at about 7 frillion 680 billion yen if the discount rate of the public work is made to be
49. This price seems to be higher than the other CVM-researches. Therefore, the importance of
the ecosystem of the Nagara River should be reconsidered.
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