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Effects of Sika deer recently colonising into the Oze mire on the vegetation
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Summary

We described the effects of sika deer on a mire vegetation of Oze which is thought to be
recently colonized by the deer, as well as deer food habits, to provide the information for the
conservation of the mire in Oze. The study was carried out at the Nagaike mire, a small mire in
Ocze. The effects of defoliation by the deer was slight. However, [digging] by the deer se-
verely affected the mire. There was no vegetation on the dug area , which occupied about 11.9
% of the Nagaike mire. The proportion of dwarf bamboo found in early summer faeces col-
lected on the mire was smaller than those collected in the Nikko area, although it was abun-
dantin the forest. The proportion of dwarf bamboo increased in October. It was suggested that
the deer preferably ate the mire plants in early summer. Since the mires are considerably dam-
aged even at the present low deer density by “digging™ , caution should be paid on the dam-
ages caused by “digging” as well as defoliation in relation to the possible future increase of

the deer population.
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