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The Grey-faced Buzzard, the migratory hawk, crosses the oceans of East Asia.

Miyakojima City in Okinawa Prefecture is the largest migratory stopover site in
Japan, and every year in October, a large number of the Grey-faced Buzzards
arrive.

GREY-FACED
B UZ Z A R D each wintering, stopover and bleeding areas to gather.

The second summit will be held to promote the “Culture on Sashiba in the
2 o 21 M IYA KOJ I M A Miyako Islands” to the world, and think about the future of the conservation of

the Grey-faced Buzzard and the natural environment in which we live.

Miyakojima City has had a close relationship with the Grey-faced Buzzard since
ancient times, and the “Culture on Sashiba in the Miyako Islands” has taken
root. It is said that “there is no one in Miyako Islands who doesn’t know about

the Grey-faced Buzzard”. They appear in many local songs and folk tales, and
are still depicted in various places.

International Summit on Grey-faced Buzzard will be a opportunity for people in
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Kazuyuki Zakimi
The Mayor of Miyakojima City

| am pleased to announce that the second meeting of the
International Summit on Grey-faced Buzzard is being held in
Miyakojima City today, and | would like to express my sincere
gratitude to all of you for your cooperation in organizing the
Summit on Grey-faced Buzzard in the midst of the COVID-19
calamity.

Now, due to the impact of the COVID-19 infection, this
year’s Summit on Grey-faced Buzzard in Miyakojima is being
held online. However, | believe that it is truly significant that
everyone around the world can watch the Summit on Grey-
faced Buzzard online.

The Grey-faced Buzzard is an indispensable presence
historically and culturally for Miyakojima City, and appears in
many songs and folktales. Every year, tens of thousands of
the buzzards come to Miyakojima City as a migratory stopover
around the time of the late-autumn, which is regarded as a
special feature of autumn. In the past, there was a time when
the Grey-faced Buzzards were captured, but after Okinawa’s
reversion to Japan, the Grey-faced Buzzard became a
protected species, and efforts on the conservation activities
of the Grey-faced Buzzard were launched in various places.
Owing to these activities involving the local community over
the years, the citizens became more aware of the importance
of conserving the Grey-faced Buzzard, and now there is no
poaching of the buzzards.

The Grey-faced Buzzard is a migratory bird. Through the
Summit on Grey-faced Buzzard, we hope that the breeding,
stopover, and wintering grounds will share the protection
of the Grey-faced Buzzard as well as the conservation of
the natural environment that is inhabited by the Grey-faced
Buzzard, and lead to the promotion of future endeavors for
this Grey-faced Buzzard, which has been designated as a
vulnerable species on the Red List of the Japanese Ministry
of the Environment.

| hope that todays Summit will lead to the protection and
expansion of breeding of the Grey-faced Buzzard as well
as what actions for each of us should be taken to protect
the “Grey-faced Buzzard”, an internationally protected bird
species.

| would like to conclude my opening address by wishing
you continued further success in the years to come.

Opening Song

A—F=TYVY

ESHUICHBPC

Touga ni Ayagu
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The folk song “Touga ni Ayagu” is loved by the people of Miyakojima City and is familiar
as a representative song of Miyako. This song has been established as the opening song
for celebrations and other festive occasions since ancient times.

The mysterious thing about this song is that it has been handed down from
generation to generation from our predecessors in Miyako, though no one knows who
wrote this song. It is also said that there are various lyrics.

In conjunction with the International Summit on Grey-faced Buzzard to be held in
Miyakojima City, volunteers from the Miyakojima City Environmental Health Division, the
secretariat of the Summit, have a lot of practiced “Touga ni Ayagu” as the opening song
for the Summit this time.

We hope that all the participants of the summit on the Grey-faced Buzzard will enjoy
the culture of Miyakojima City.

In addition, there is also a monument of the Touga ni Ayagu at “Kamamamine Park”
in Miyakojima City, so please take a look when you visit.
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Presentation about Activity & Research
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Culture on the Grey-faced Buzzard
in the Miyako Islands, Okinawa, Japan

Katsumori Kugai

Eminent Professor, Chang Jung Christian University
Asian Raptor Research and Conservation Network
Adviser, Wild Bird Society of Miyako

EIFEEBEDORYMELTEZSNIEY N

(1970FK /1B FR™)
BFESBEYIVN(Y3—Y -H-h—ELEE
/1960 R /|HFRM)

Left: Play things for children (1970s, Former
Hirara City)

Right: Kids and the bird (Photo. by Dr. George H
Kerr, 1960s, Former Hirara City)
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Blind Hunting (local language: Tsyugya)

In olden times, the Miyako Islands were widely known as the
resting place of the Grey-faced Buzzards and the people
were always excited in welcoming them during the autumnal
migratory season. Although today the Grey-faced Buzzard is a
protected species, the islands have a long history of catching
the birds. When schools had athletic meetings during the
autumnal migratory season, the local people often protested
against the schools that the sound of bells, drums and voices
scared the birds and that meant they couldn’t catch them.

The local people of the Miyako Islands have developed
a unique method for catching the birds. They build a special
catching house, called a “Tsugya” in their local language. First,
they make a small house -like structure by using branches of
pine trees, vines and pampas grass which is able to hold two
men. They then secure it in a tree slightly above the middle,
making sure it is over 15 meters high. Of course, trees that
are often used by the birds are chosen. Extensive experience
has taught them which trees are the best. They also set three
perches 1.5 meters above the catching house (blind hunting)
and place a decoy bird on the perch which was previously
caught. The decoy bird is always an adult male. The native
people call it “Akamii” which means, red eyes in their local
dialect in relation with the color of the bird’s iris. This is the
only bird used.

The decoy bird is placed on the bottom perch. It is tightly
tied from under wings through the back with a string which

BINCEDDLZIEHDEMEDOI]

(IBEQRICHRET 2> /N1 BEEEH % M>T RATSL)

So, let’s also do our best to protect our islands.

(Mr. Nakasone and Mr. Kamagoro Murayoshi, 1979)

Local old song of the Grey-faced Buzzard. It reads :

1. <HDA ZWAED FADE EAZ LoDdH LoLE EUELAD

Every September of the lunar calendar, the Grey-faced Buzzards recognize the season and fly to our islands.

2. DDA FWAED FHHE EAT TEAIETA THLBITABE B DT ES7-FL TEAITABE HHLTL
(IBEOR ISR T 2H > /\1d BXONEFRLHICEED b EPNEFHH1C FoTHEEKESD)
The Grey-faced Buzzards which fly to our islands in September of the lunar calendar stay to protect our islands.

3. LD ELWE EAT LEYDDE HBLULVTH ED8H S22 HAAX DOIEL HALLULAAS
(BEIBDE Y2 NE BTRLNDD BALEDATFIE ESLT bE>TIHBLON) (MFRBXE - FR AN SHERB.1979)
Every migratory season, we can see the Grey-faced Buzzards. But, my child, who died, will never appear.

 BSASNIYYIN(E) ERETRHRT ()
&: (EMRMECIRY/ 19845K / FELE)

Captured birds and release the birds
(Photo. by Kenji Kedashiro, 1984s, Irabujima)

reaches into the catching house under the perches.

In the Miyako Islands, the bird can be seen from around
11:30 in the morning, but their peak appearance is from 16:00
to 18:00. When a large flock of the Grey-faced Buzzards pass
over the “Tsugya”, which is a form of blind hunting, the man
in the catching house pulls the string of the decoy bird and
makes its wings flap. The Grey-faced Buzzards flying over
the catching house (Tsugya) recognize it and are tempted by
it. They fly down on the perch near the decoy bird one after
another. When the birds land on the perch, the man in the
catching house (Tsugya) catches them using a bamboo pole
with a circular piece of string attached to its tip. The string is
hooked over the bird’s necks and pulled down.

During the migratory season, the Grey-faced Buzzards
were given to all of the children as their play things. Children
competed with each other to see whose bird could fly the
furthest distance. They tied a string which was attached to a
wooden clog around both legs and then released the birds,
holding on to the wooden clog for the race.

Both Irabu and Shimoji islands attracted the greatest
number of birds. Those islands have a very interesting local
song about the Grey-faced buzzards.

| have called them “Culture on the Grey-faced Buzzard”
in the Miyako Islands.
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Creating a healthy environment
for Grey-faced Buzzards,
humans, and the community:
an example from Ichikai Town

Koichi Endo

Board Chairman, Wild Bird Society of Japan
President, Goshawk Protection Fund
Secretary General, Village of the Grey-faced Buzzard Association
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(1) ErsBE I IREZHEF LIBP TR
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(3) BB EHE L IFHRMEDODH 2 EEZIBEP IR
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TIEND - B Y Ok - ERMASEE L BAS. Z0 & D REUEA
HERREMICIEA D E B HARFL 0

Regional ecosystems are home to a wide Vvariety
of organisms adapted to their respective habitats. In
recent years, an increasing number of municipalities have
begun to use these species as symbols of sustainable urban
development, through combining regional development with
the preservation of ecosystems. Here, we introduce the case
of Ichikai Town in Tochigi Prefecture, which has positioned
the Grey-faced Buzzard as a symbol of the region to create a
town in harmony with nature.

Ichikai is a small town of 64 square kilometres with 11,000
inhabitants in the eastern part of Tochigi prefecture in the
northern Kanto region. It was not until the late 1990s and early

2000s that the town became known as a breeding ground of
Grey-faced Buzzards. According to a survey by the Goshawk
Protection Fund, in 2002 there were 24 pairs in an area of
16 square kilometres (4 km?), which is the highest density in
Japan.

The large numbers of long, narrow rice paddies (Yatsuda)
nestled into hillsides allows for the high density of Grey-faced
Buzzards in the town and surrounding areas. These fields are
bordered by forests, which provide many small animals for
the buzzards to feed on, as well as abundant trees, suitable
for nesting. Agriculture and forestry have helped to create and
maintain this Satoyama environment. However, as farmers
and forestry workers aged and decreased in recent years, the
number of abandoned fields and forests has increased, and
as a result, this rich natural environment is changing.

In 2010, the town started a project to develop sustainable
agriculture, forestry and other industries in order to pass the
town on to the next generation.

The first step was to make the town’s residents aware
of the Grey-faced Buzzard. The town formulated the “Basic
Concept for the Creation of a Grey-faced Buzzard Village”
(2014-18) in 2013 and the “Second Basic Concept and
Implementation Plan for the Creation of a Grey-faced Buzzard
Village” (Concept: 2019-28; Plan: 2019-24) in 2018.

The town’s future vision is to be “a town with rich
Satoyama where Grey-faced Buzzard fly”. The promotion
cycle to realize this vision is summarized in the following
four points: “Preserve and discover Satoyama resources”
> “Utilize and attract Satoyama resources” »> “Increase the
number of fans and supporters of Ichikai Town” > “Connect
the power of fans to the conservation of Satoyama”. In order
to achieve these goals, Ichikai Town will take the following
concrete measures:

1) maintain and increase the rich Satoyama environments,
2
3
4) increase the number of people who are proud of and

increase safe agriculture and forestry using Satoyama,

—

)
)

increase sustainable industry coexisting with Satoyama,

—

attached to the region,

(5) create a cycle between Satoyama conservation and
economic activities.

These five measures are further subdivided into 22 categories.
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Listed below are some of the measures that have been
put into action. In 2014, the Council for the Village of the Grey-
faced Buzzard (Sashiba-no-sato) was established to promote
the initiatives outlined in the Basic Plan at the private sector
level. The “Village of the Grey-faced Buzzard, Ichikai” roadside
market (Michi-no-eki) was established and opened as a
centre for direct sales of agricultural products and hands-on
activities. The council and the Michi-no-eki have developed a
variety of green tourism activities in Satoyama environments
in cooperation with various organizations, as well as
independently. Sales of two types of branded rice grown
with reduced pesticides or chemical fertilisers, “specially
cultivated rice” and “organically cultivated rice” (both under
the name, “Sashiba no Furusato”, or Home of the Gray-faced
Buzzard), began in 2019. As part of conservation efforts,
the “regulation on the coexistence between construction of
solar power plants and local environments in Ichikai Town”
was established, and to take this one step further, the “Ichikai
Town Satoyama Preservation Ordinance” is currently being
formulated. In 2020, a survey began to monitor the Grey-faced
Buzzard population in the whole of Ichikai Town. Population
surveys and growth monitoring of other rare flora and fauna

of the region will also be conducted regularly. In 2019, the

“Ichikai Village of the Grey-faced Buzzard Development Fund”
was established, and in 2020, “Village of the Grey-faced
Buzzard Action Meetings” were started to check and follow
up on the progress. There are plans to establish a promotion
organisation, in order to further proceed the aforementioned
“Basic Concepts”.

These efforts to reconcile social issues with ecosystem
conservation, using the Grey-faced Buzzard as a symbol,
is an example of Nature-based Solutions (NbS), a concept
which has attracted attention in recent years. Through
cooperation between breeding, stop-over, and wintering sites
of the Grey-faced Buzzard, it is hoped that this approach will
spread throughout the species’ distribution.
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Sashiba Front

The Study on Migration Path of Grey-faced Buzzards
by Using Doppler Weather Radar

Hsin-Chih Lai

Department of Green Energy and
Environmental Resources, Chang Jung Christian University
CJCU Environmental Information Research Center

Chen-Jeih Pan

Department of Space Science & Engineering,
National Central University

Yi-Jung Tsai
Wild Bird Society of Ping-Tung

Jen-Hsin Teng

Research Development Center,
Central Weather Bureau
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Conservation Activities of
Grey-faced Buzzard in Taiwan
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Located on the flight path of the migration tracks of raptors
where the Asian Monsoon directly affects the weather, Taiwan
is a very important site for studying migrating raptors in East
Asia. This study using a Doppler Weather Radar to investigate
the migration tracks of raptors. The project originated from
the use of meteorological radars in monitoring the conditions
of clouds and rains with radar, but for our study, main purpose
is to know how meteorological radar observations can help
the study of bird migration across oceans.

The Doppler weather radar at Kenting, first set up in 2001,
is especially useful in monitoring severeweather systems like
typhoons that may inflict terrible damage to the southern part
of Taiwan. It occasionally also detects echoes reflected from
flocks of migratory birds. That gave the bird-loving Kenting
National Park (KTNP) Headquarters the idea of tracking birds
with radars. The first attempts failed as the data received
was too complicated and required human interpretation,
which was time-consuming and error-prone. After putting in

place an information system which uses an all-sky camera
to identify radar echoes and conduct surface surveys, and
also to build up data flows, a database and Geographic
Information System (Google Earth) to form a real-time display
system. Weather, sea and man-made noise is removed
automatically and only the raptor information is displayed. It
has met with great success in collaborations with KTNP in
tracking birds by radar. Now, not only can noise in the radar
be identified and eliminated, but the directions and routes as
well as the times and locations of landing can be accurately
monitored and forecast. This is an important advance in both
bird conservation and bird-watching activities.

Usually, it is a matter of “Luck” for bird-watchers to enjoy
following raptors in spring as the birds usually come in from
the sea. Unlike autumn, in spring the raptors stay overnight
in the Kenting area before leaving Taiwan to continue their
flights. People then can enjoy watching the raptors land in
the evening as well as rising in the morning. Even the most
experienced officers of KTNP cannot guarantee where and
when one will see the birds in spring. With the help of radar,
it is easier to know where and when the raptors are going to
land in spring. On the other hand, we know where they are
leaving for in autumn.

Analysis of radar echo data shows that it is now known
that these birds have already decided where they are going
to land when they are about 100 km from their destination.
Researchers can tell from the radar data the birds’ migration
habits, flight altitude, speed, and other elements. They
can even recognize when there is a coup among a flock of
birds. However, more care must be taken in providing the
information and promoting bird conservation; otherwise
the project will help not just bird watchers but also hunters,
and cause irreversible harm to the ecology. In the future, we
expect Sashiba Front could serve as Sakura Front for bird-
loving people.

Keywords Raptor migration, all-sky camera,
Doppler weather radar,
information system
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Country Report on
Conservation of Grey-faced
Buzzard During the Time

of Pandemic

Alex M. Tiongco

RaptorWatch Network Philippines
Teresa Cervero

RaptorWatch Network Philippines
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Amidst the lockdowns and travel restrictions, in spite of the
ban on gatherings and meetings, through the dreadful scare
that this pandemic has wrought in the hearts of people, the
projects for the study and conservation of raptors in the
study areas of Raptorwatch Network Philippines, continue
to blaze its path, carried forward by the people in the flyway
communities, by the local governments and its agencies,

Conservation Activities of
Grey-faced Buzzard in the Philippines

and the instrumentalities of the National Government of the
Philippines, who have grown to appreciate the tremendous
value of raptor conservation and adopted the projects as part
of their mission and patrimony.

We are happy to advise that projects in Sanchez Mira
and Pamplona, Cagayan Valley, in Pagudpud, llocos Norte,
in Barangay Rio del Pilar, Glan Sarangani, and in Cape San
Agustin, Governor Generso, Davao Oriental continue to move
forward, thanks to the local communities.

In late 2019, Raptorwatch explored an important Grey-
faced Buzzard roosting area at Nueva Vizcaya, Luzon in
cooperation with the Provincial Government, the department
of Tourism and the Nueva Vizcaya State University. Initial
plans for the 2020 Spring migration educational campaign
were not carried out in full because the pandemic reared

its ugly head. Nevertheless the local tourism office and the
University forged forward with some of their plans at each
opportunity they could take.

What has this pandemic taught us?

It has taught us that the success of our conservation
programs depends greatly on the support, and more
importantly, the impetus of the local community themselves.
It has taught us the importance of educational campaigns
to foster and awaken community awareness, appreciation,
concern and conservation action. Finally, since raptor
migration has no national, political and cultural boundaries,
it has taught us the tremendous importance of international
support, cooperation and exchange.

SOUTHERN CROSS PROJECTS
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The Report of
the Grey-faced Buzzard
Wintering in Uken Village

Shozo Yona

Sashiba conservation network of Kansai and Amami

Uken Village Office

Planning and Tourism Section

Uken Village
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Conservation Activities of
Grey-faced Buzzard in Uken Village
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Uken Village sits in southwest of Amami Island, and more
than 90% of 103.1 square kilometers of its area is occupied
with laurel forest.

Every year staring from late September, Grey-faced
Buzzards can be seen throughout the village in about 10
days after the first migratory of which passing through Tokara
Islands rout landed on the village.

Around October 10th, about 3 hundred Grey-faced
Buzzards, which heading for the Philippine and Taiwan, are
flying over the village, while forming the hawk pillar, gaining
the altitude, they will fly and pass one and another for south.

In the meanwhile, those of Grey-faced Buzzards already
having migrated on Uken Village for wintering intimidate those
of passing through the village and heading for south, they cry
out loud to protect their territory. The flock passing through
the village is seen for about a week.

The wintering territory of each Grey-faced Buzzards
is about 2 to 3 hundred meters radius, about 3 hundred of
Grey-Faced Buzzards overwinter in the village until around
the beginning of following April.

They mostly prey on insects such as Mantises and
Cicadas, but the preys vary on the change of temperature

and season. In between October and September, they mostly
prey on Mantises, Grasshoppers. And from December
through January, they prey on Crabs, Centipedes, and Snails
due to the lack of prey in these periods. In raining days, they
prey on Earth warms.

Preys such as Lizards, Snakes, and small birds become
active around the middle of February, Grey-faced Buzzards
prey on these too.

During the wintering, every individual Grey-faced
Buzzards have to secure constant territory from other
species, especially from the adjacent territorial individuals,
by crying loud and flying all around over its own territory. If
any other individual cross the territory, they attack and drive
away the invader.

With taking photograph of every individual Grey-faced
Buzzards overwintering in the village, we have come to
conclude that approximately 50% of them come back to
exactly the same territory as where they overwintered past
years.

Through Autumn, since the typhoon frequently come
across the island, there are some Grey-faced Buzzards get
injured by the accident caused by strong winds of typhoon.
And those of preying on some insects on the road occasionally
get injured, too.

We, people of Uken Village, hope that numerous Grey-
faced Buzzards will come here for wintering in every year, and
also hope they leave here for the breeding sites under the
best condition.
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Monitoring Survey of
Migration of Grey-faced Buzzard
for 48 years on Miyakojima City,
Okinawa Pref. Japan

Kunihiro Nakachi
The President of Wild Bird Society of Miyako
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Conservation Activities of
Grey-faced Buzzard in Miyakojima City
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1. Monitoring survey of Grey-faced Buzzard

The Wild Bird Society of Miyako has been conducting
monitoring survey of the Grey-faced Buzzards in Autumn
migration on the Irabu Islands (up until now) and Miyako
Island (stopped since 2015) for 48 years since 1973. In this
presentation, the results that obtained from the observation
will be discussed. Looking at the average number of the
buzzards flew by time of day for the past 16 years period,
the peak time seems to be from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. as
we count 3,996 birds in an average, the number of counted
birds is 3,494. If we assume the departure time for migration,
average flight time of the buzzards, and the flight distance, it
could be suggested that the kettle departed from the northern
part of Okinawa Island (Yanbaru) at the morning.

Here, let’s discuss the fluctuation of the number of Grey-
faced Buzzards flew to the Miyako Islands in each decade.
The average number of birds in the 1970s was 36,143, in the
1980s was 36,320, in the 1990s was 22,590, in the 2000s
was 16,833, and in the 2010s was 14,464. Amazingly, the
number of birds observed dropped below 10,000 four times
for the past ten years. Above mention of the monitoring is
joint survey of the Wild Bird Society of Miyako and the Nature
Conservation Division of Okinawa Prefecture provided the

strongest evidence for the Ministry of the Environment
in Japan to designate the bird as Endangered species
(December 2006). This is a good example of the importance
of continuous research.

2. Declining numbers of Grey-faced Buzzards
and conservation measures

Forest Area of Irabu Islands (Irabu Island & Shimoji Island)

1955 1975 1978 2007
Forest area (ha) 1,104 1,626 907 609
Forest coverage (%) 30 44 18 15

One of the reasons for the decline in the number of
buzzards in the Miyako Islands is the impact of poaching that
continued until the 1990s. The next factor is the deterioration
of the habitat. In particular, the deterioration of the forest area
in Irabu Town, where more than 90% of the buzzard that fly to
the Miyako Islands rest their wings, is remarkable. In the 33
years between 1955 and 1978, the forest area decreased by
719 hectares, and then, the forest area is now 609 hectares
and the forest coverage is 15%. Causes of the deterioration
of the forest are include the construction of Shimojishima
Airport (361.5ha), land infrastructure development, natural
disasters such as typhoons, and the death of Ryukyu Island
Pines due to disease. It is thought that the decrease in forest
area has reduced the number of trees for the buzzards to rest
on and prey depletion lead the reduction of the buzzards.

Conservation measures for buzzard are to remove the
causes of decline in breeding, wintering, and stopover sites.
Those of us who live in the Miyako Islands, a stopover site,
should increase the number of pine trees used by buzzards
for resting and hunting. Now, with the cooperation of the
prefecture, city, community, schools, companies, and NPOs,
preparations are underway to create a “Forest of Sashiba”.
We should also change the way we develop our land base
and leave or relocate trees (forests) to stop the further decline
in forest area.
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Conservation Activities of
Grey-faced Buzzard in Miyakojima City
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(Researched by Wild Bird Society of Miyako and
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The Mayor of Sanchez Mira
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Sanchez Mira City,
the Philippines
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Save SAWI, Protect SAWI

The municipality of Sanchez Mira is known as the roosting site of the Grey-faced
Buzzard or locally known as “SAWI”. Since it’s been a concern that these migratory
birds are threatened with extinction, the Local Government Unit through its Legislative
body enacted Municipal Ordinance No.01 s.2006 “AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING
THE SHOOTING, CAPTURING, BRINGING IN AND SELLING OF “SAWI” OR ANY
MIGRATORY BIRDS WITHIN THE MUNICIPALITY OF SANCHEZ MIRA, CAGAYAN,
PHILIPPINES.” This ordinance serves as a start-up campaign against the Grey-faced
Buzzard hunting activities.

For the widest dissemination of this conservation drive, during barangay assembly,
the Local Chief Executive with other elective officials inform the community on the
preservation and conservation of the Grey-faced Buzzards. Tarpaulins are posted in
different barangays and in public places that are visible for everybody not only to raise
awareness in the preservation but to educate the public of its benefits in helping most
farmers as these Grey-faced Buzzards play a role in pest control and they hunt rodents
and other pests that are threats in farming.

The Local Government Unit of Sanchez Mira takes action in the conservation of the
Grey-faced Buzzard and also protection of the ecosystem as a whole.
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It is my honor to participate in the second International Summit on Grey-faced Buzzard.
Because of the annual migration of these buzzards, we have the opportunity to gather
here together. Please allow me to express my appreciation to the fate brought upon us
by the buzzards, for piloting and leading the developments in ecological conservation,
community construction, environmental education, and the industry of hawk-watching
in Taiwan and in Pingtung.

In efforts of optimizing the buzzard-friendly environment, the Pingtung County
Government has promoted a plan to construct an under-forest economical habitat
preservation area for migrating hawks, as well as organizing community hawk-watching
tours through joint efforts from both public and private sectors. We will continue to strive
for more hawk-friendly regulations and share these efforts with all international friends.
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Pan Men-An

The Magistrate of
Pingtung County
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Messages from the Mayors
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Masaaki Irino

The Mayor of Ichikai Town
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Ichikai Town,
Tochigi, Japan
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In 2019, the first International Summit on Grey-faced Buzzard was held in Ichikai Town,
a small town with a population of just over 10,000 people located about 100 km north
of Tokyo, the capital of Japan. In the Summit Declaration, the town was imposed on
the mission that was the conservation of the population of the Grey-faced Buzzard and
the ecosystem, as it is the only breeding ground for the Grey-faced Buzzard among the
participating organizations. However, due to the COVID-19 calamity, the restoration of
paddy fields in the valley called Yatsuda, which is an incubator (a container for keeping
the buzzards’ eggs or the baby buzzards) for the Grey-faced Buzzard, has not been
successful as the fields have been abandoned.

Under these conditions, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Sixth
Assessment Report has been released, indicating that climate change is affecting the
biosphere and other areas on an unprecedented scale. As the global average temperature
has risen by 1.09°C, the wintering grounds have moved northward and the migratory
season has occurred earlier. There is also a concern that there will be difference with the
flowering and fruiting of plants and trees, and the appearance of some other insects that
serve as foods, which will reduce the success rate of reproduction.

We pledge once again that we will do our utmost to conserve the extinction of the
Grey-faced Buzzard, “canary in a coal mine” (a metaphor for any warning of serious
danger to come) on the earth.

EBEYSNY Iy 2021 A ERSHCRESNET L. DLYBEVRLLETFET, k.
MEIOF VANV ABREICL 2FRORH. ¥ I v FOEHERCELONBEREOERICTL
FLTE. OB LETET,

ST, REFE BEYINAY Iy MCEBFOEEELEZE. REEE L. BHBRLLEY
9, AR BESNCHREBESBICSLTEEARS - 25 - TRSIHMRUAREHIHR
BRBEICERENLLEZRT. INICMET 2 HEEEZRD. TANGEHROLEREZER
ZRDOERANEIR<CEHZ. WO TR HLILRBETHY Y,

ARE. V7 RROBEA (PES55) BRAVICHEESREOERBEGOIL2ALAY. &

ZICHBRY ZROMBEPOY L\ BERESLBHICREL. TOFNEMLETINET,

NG, BRRBEOENSZRITHERLEEONIEBETHD 0D, FRNITRET S
ETOEFEOEENMNAICEETH DA, £ LT, FONOFREFDICERT 2RERELEZ
BALZRNDERMEDHFRAIC, RELARECEHZRLEE L.

HINEB L ARG ESFRERTRD. R2OFICKRELERERRKADFE, £ L THERAD
RIEANBIT T NDbDEFELTHEY T,

REIC. EROEEBREESEEZEMYLEILT. BREEVLELET,

| am delighted that the International Summit on Grey-faced Buzzard will be held in
Miyakojima City. And | would like to express our sincerely gratitude to those involved in
prepare for the summit under the condition of predicament of midst of the corona virus. |
am very pleased and grateful to you for inviting us to the Summit this year. Following the
recent registration of part of Okinawa and Amami archipelago as a World Natural Heritage
Site at the World Heritage Conference held in July, We have reaffirmed our responsibility
to take over the magnificent nature inherited from our predecessors including Mt. Yuwan,
to the next generation.

In Uken Village, the mountains of evergreen laurel forest peculiar to the Southwest
Islands of Kyusyu spread along the rias-style Yakiuchi Bay, and hundreds of Grey-faced
Buzzards fly here every year at a fixed time to signal the arrival of winter. Since the Grey-
faced Buzzard is a bird of prey that is said to be an indicator of the abundance of the natural
environment, | recognize how important it is to have all the individuals that overwinter
in Uken Village. And regarding to the environmental conservation that results from the
conservation activities of the Grey-faced Buzzard, | felt great potential and responsibility
for the appeal of the development of cross-country exchanges.

| believe that borderless conservation activities through Grey-faced Buzzards will
lead to great courage, hope for the future, and the flowering of cohesion in our village.

I would like to extend my greetings to all of you in prayer for your health and happiness.

T A
TR/

Akira Motoyama

The Mayor of Uken Village
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Uken Village,
Kagoshima, Japan
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Children’s Activities
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Taiwan
Kenting National Park Headquarters

The Grey-faced Buzzard moves southward every year when
the wind blows down the mountain. It enters Taiwan via the
Korean Peninsula and Japan from the north. Before leaving
Taiwan, it gathers for night habitation in Manzhou Township,
Pingtung County, where is Kenting National Park located, and
flies south over Eluanbi the next morning. From the end of
March to mid-April of the following year, they will return to the
north. Fly north from the sea along the mountainous area to
Bagua Mountain, Yushan National Park, etc., and return to the
breeding ground in the north.

Kenting National Park Headquarters cherishes this
gift of nature. Since its establishment, it has planned and
implemented various actions and activities for the ecological
conservation and environmental education of Grey-
faced Buzzards. It is hoped that the concept of protecting
raptors and anti-hunting will take root in children’s hearts:
understanding the ecological environment of the hometown,
practicing the spirit of “learning from the earth and making
friends with the nature”, and cultivating the feelings of “you
can leave your hometown, but you can’t let your hometown
leave you.”

Through Chang Jung Christian University, the Kenting
National Park Headquarters and Miyakojima City, were
brought together to integrate the Grey-faced Buzzard into
the “raptor” of environmental education. The Grey-faced
Buzzard, which moves south to the north every year, not

only brings the achievements and hopes of environmental

conservation, but also builds a bridge of friendship between
Japan and Taiwan. We share the same Grey-faced Buzzard
culture, which embodies the beautiful and harmonious side of
the natural environment and the humanistic society. We also
cherish environmental education and species conservation.
Through the Grey-faced Buzzard, we “build a community of
life on earth together”, emphasizing that man and nature are
a community of life. We must respect nature, follow nature,
protect nature, reflect the precious value of the natural
environment, and reduce the loss of biodiversity jointly,
promotes the harmonious coexistence of man and nature.
To convey the concept of caring for the environment, expand
from “environment” to “ecology” and from “protection” to
“sustainability.” Expand the bridge of friendship to every
corner of the world.
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Children’s Activities
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Sanchez Mira City,
the Philippines

Agta Cultural Dance

Sanchez Mira is a melting pot of diverse culture from the old
and new llocano’s. Among the Negritos and the Linguistic
group of the Philippines the Negritos of Northern Luzon
specifically Cagayan referred to them as Agtas. This group
of indigenous people lived in harmony after the series of
migration. During the settlement period they work in the fields
for crop production, fish gathering and hunting just like any
other tribes, the traditional Agta believes in the superstition
that dance involve from the early migration to settlement in
occupational endeavors.

One day during the hunting process. Inggo, the son of
chieftain, found a strong and gigantic creature. This being was
so powerful that make him unconscious after the encounter.
The tribesmen were so worried for Inggo so they went to the
woods to look for a plant which could possible cure him.
They tried to use “gawed” or Betel Leaf as an alternative
medicine but does not show a positive result. They tried other
alternative medicines but still Inggo’s situation is not getting
better. Finally, they found a coconut. As they extracted the oil
out of it which cured him and also the start of the discovery
of new products out of coconut tree such as baskets, brooms
and many more.

Indeed Sanchez Mira is rich in culture that include this
cultural dance which incorporates coconut trees which is the
dominant perennial crop in the municipality.
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Amuro Elementary
and Junior High School, Uken Village

Learning from Amami’s Nature
and Living with Living Things there

20 students in our school are learning about Amami’s nature
and living things and engaging in environmental learning
activities that we can do. Rice farming in the school’s rice
fields has a history of more than 20 years, and in cooperation
with local residents, we try to stick to the traditional method
of Amami rice farming as much as possible. In addition, the
students preserve gradually the nature of the Amuro River
that flows next to the school, investigate living creatures, pick
up trash, and examine coastal drifting objects.

Living things we encounter through these studies and our
daily lives are full of rare and endemic species.

The season of the migrating “Grey-faced Buzzards”
have become a part of our daily life. We must be conscious
of the richness of nature and biodiversity. We learned that
the richness of nature and biodiversity can be lost if we do
not consciously protect it. We learned that the richness of
nature and biodiversity can be lost if we do not consciously
protect it.

We would like to continue learning to cherish nature and
doing what we can do that Grey-
faced Buzzards are so happy to visit.

E:ZhTEIzmA N
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Left: A Grey-faced Buzzard caught a cicada

Right: Students of Amuro Elementary and Junior
High School
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Sakibaru Elementary
and Junior High School, Amami City

An Overwinter Observation of a Grey-faced Buzzard
at Sakibaru Elementary and Junior High School

“Are this year’s and last year’s buzzards the same?”

This simple question by one of our students, was the
reason why we started to identify individual Grey-faced
Buzzards at our school.

Look at the pictures below. The left was taken on Oct.
13th, 2019, and the right was taken on Oct. 24th, 2020. Both
pictures were taken at our school.

We also analyzed other facial photographs of Grey-faced
Buzzards taken at Sakibaru. It turns out that the characteristic
patterns and curly hair on the forehead were common to
most photographs. From this, we think that the same, Grey-
faced Buzzard might have returned to Sakibaru and stayed
overwinter.

In addition, we were able to observe this Grey-faced
Buzzard approaching a farmer and catching insects and small
animals. This indicates that this buzzard may have experience
living in a small mountain village.

A rich natural environment remains in Amami Oshima,
which is part of a World Heritage Site, and by continuing to
carefully watch the Grey-faced Buzzard, we want to learn
more about recognizing, researching, and protecting the
diverse ecosystems of Amami Oshima.

£:2019410R13HE®
£:20205%10H24HE®

Left: Picture taken on Oct. 13th, 2019
Right: Picture taken onOct. 24th, 2020
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Left: Visiting Village of

the Grey-faced Buzzard Nature School
Right: Bird-watching party

Kokai Elementary School,
Ichikai Town

“Hometown Learning” Making Use of
the Rich Natural Environment

Kokai Elementary School develops “Hometown learning” with
the goal of “Being able to have attachment and pride into the
hometown” by making use of the rich natural environment as
a breeding ground for the Grey-faced Buzzard.

The school has traditionally held “Bird-watching parties”
and “Clean-up activities” as activities for all students. In
this year’s “Bird-watching party”, the students were able
to observe the Grey-faced Buzzard, which increased their
interest in the natural environment. In addition, the children’s
association has been conducting “Clean-up activities” and
making efforts to beautify the local environment.

With regard to the Grey-faced Buzzard, we have set
“Let’s protect The Village of the Grey-faced Buzzard” as
a yearly theme for the 5th graders especially in the period
of comprehensive study, and are focusing on activities.
The students learn about the Grey-faced Buzzard and the
environment of Satoyama, which supports the ecology of the
Grey-faced Buzzard while incorporating experience activities,
and deepen their understanding of the results of their studies
through remote exchange meetings with 5th graders of
Irabujima Elementary School.

We would like to continue to actively promote learning
that makes use of the rich nature where the Grey-faced
Buzzard breeds.
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One Hand Clean Action

Yuinohashi Academy
Irabujima Elementary School,
Miyakojima City

Synthetic Studying the Conservation of Grey-faced
Buzzard, the Hometown’s Bird

At Irabujima Elementary School, students (mainly 5th
graders) are studying the conservation of sashiba (Grey-faced
Buzzards) during their sougou gakushuu, a period in school
where they can choose a topic of interest to study.

During their April orientation, they formed teams to share
their knowledge about sashiba, and decided on an annual
theme for the activities in this upcoming year. In order to
achieve their goals, they are researching sashiba, participating
in local environmental clean-ups, and making educationa
projects to show others what they are learning about these
birds.

Since the school opened three years ago, the students
have served under its motto, “Think globally, Act locally”,
and have been participating in conservation activities which
benefit their local community.

For example, they have joined local beach or town clean-
ups, such as the One Hand Clean Action, which encourages
people to pick up garbage and keep their towns clean. They’'ve
also participated in bird-counting and conservation-themed
performances. Using the results of their studies, they have
even put together information boards and made an original
karuta card game, in order to spread awareness about the
importance of sashiba around Irabu and the Miyako Islands.
Furthermore, they and students of Kokai Elementary School
in Ichikai Town exchanged their annual reports online, helping
bring together faraway communities and research efforts.

By learning about the sashiba, the students have built a
strong connection to these important migratory birds, and are
able to connect deeper with each other and their communities.
Through the continuation of these activities, we hope that our
students will protect the habitats of the sashiba, and promote
greater awareness about the importance of the conversation
of our natural environment.

Special Program
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Special Program
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Cinderella Musical
Company

Flawless Tomoko

Opening Ceremony

Musical
“Miyako Islands Migration of
Grey-faced Buzzard”
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Dreams, adventures, and living with nature;

Our musicals are for old and young to enjoy, and for the voices of animals to be
heard all over Japan and Asia.

Our love of the Grey-faced Buzzard started when we found out about the
reforestation project to build a habitat for the migratory birds in Toyota City Aichi
Prefecture, “Sashiba no sumeru morizukuri (Create the forest where the Grey-faced
Buzzard can live)”, and they have appeared in our musicals ever since. These
courageous birds travel tens of thousands of kilometres and, historically, were a
source of nutrition for human beings. They lived in close contact with us and were
an important presence in our lives.

“Can we still migrate here?”

“l don’t want to be endangered any more.”

It’s essential for their survival that we band together across nations, so that the

Grey-faced Buzzard can visit your town again next year, and the next year...

Online Drawing Lecture

AVFA U BIGHERE
PYNE—RILHNTHES !

Let’s Draw the Grey-faced Buzzard!

7 X 1) HERE “the Society of Animal Artists” HZSA 3 A B ® Signature Member (253
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Munenori Okada

Wild Animal Artist

A Signature Member of
the Society of Animal Artists

| am a signature member of the Society of Animal Artists in America.

After entering SAA in 2003, | have been painting animal which are in danger of
dying out in Japan for protection of wildlife.

From now on, | would like to painting pictures of endangered animals all over the
world.

One of my raptor conservation activities, | designed an original Thermos bottle.
Part of the sales of the bottle will be used for conservation of Steller’s sea eagles,
White-tailed sea eagles, and Blakiston’s fish owls.

Symbiosis|
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Taiwan

Classification
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Stopover

Country
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The Philippines

Classification
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Stopover

Country
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The Philippines

Classification
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Stopover

Country
74>
The Philippines

Classification

FRfk it

Stopover
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Tsai Yi Hua

Raptor Research Group
of Taiwan

Tsai Yi Hua

Nueva Vizcaya
State University

Jayson Caranza

Environmental
Conservation and
Protection Center -
Sarangani Province

Roy Mejorada

Northwestern
University, Laoag City,
the Philippines
Michael Agbayani
Calaramo
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Introducing the monitoring work of autumn migratory
Grey-faced Buzzard in the Kenting National Park,
southern Taiwan, and presenting the changes in total
numbers and seasonal migration timing.

ARBIZBONZAEY VREOHNE. SRDSHKRIEA
B B ETEBENEICACLELTRALTLE
Y. BEOEERARME LTHE - RETI2LEHL DY
ig-o

The high avifaunal diversity of Capisaan Caves forest-
over-limestone is a spring roosting site for migratory
raptors and a critical bird habitat that needs to
restored and protected.

TZAVECDYSLHZNIT S U HhDIILEY Y I ILDRHKR
MBET OIS L. FOEY DBRIC. H /1 \RZDfMm0
BUET2EBEORSOERE - REI D L2ENE
LTWWET,

Mt. Taltak reforestation program in Glan, Sarangani
Province, the Philippines aims to conserve and
protect the roosting sites of Grey-faced Buzzard
(Butastur indicus) and other migratory raptors during
their autumn migration.

YN Sawi) D71 YEY - LY BT TOS5ER
DEZE=5) D TRAEERERBNT %,

“Sawi (Butastur indicus Gmelin, 1788): Voyage along

the Northwestern Luzon, the Philippines - A 5 years
spring monitoring research”
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Japan
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Japan

Classification
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Breeding
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Marts Cervero /|l =

Japanese Society for
Preservation of Birds,
Raptorwatch Network
Philippines,

Asian Raptor Research and
Conservation Network

Takashi Fuijii,
Satomi Matsunaga,
Yuki Yoshida,

Alex tiongco,
Marts Cervero,
Toru Yamazaki

AATHhiREER
Ek £ Rk F—

Goshawk Protection Fund

Jun Endo,
Koichi Endo

RIEFAEIEA
BXHEOR
EER/E BA
KM FE—

Wild Bird Society of Japan
Mitsuru Saito,

Kenji Kawashima,

Koji Ohata
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OFNHEPDS DO, BRI 1=F 1. EREW
NLTESEBBLE Lz 2 TEZORYEHERBT
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We’ll report our activities which are aimed at stopping
traditional hunting of Grey-faced Buzzard in Nueva
Vizcaya. Our activities are in cooperation with the
communities , the government and schools.

B NOBEBRERE. BLOREEFNAEBMIZ2016
FLAF Y HREESHITEINICHAR Lz, ERRES
NTZ— VDR, HEET. £Z2HDBECEEPKRL
BIRBEE T2 TV D, T TOEEZEBNT 2,

Village of the Grey-faced Buzzard Nature school was
established in 2016 in order for conservation and wise
use of Satoyama.

There are old Japanese-style house, 5 hectares cop-
pice forest, paddy fields in the valley. | will introduce
our agriculture and activities to provide habitat for
wildlife.

HARFSOEIEEERE L L GEEZB>TWLW2E8H™
BABEOKRTE. V> N2REBBBL LLELRES
TS N\DTHDIHIYIE2005FA,DT>TEEL
fzo ZLT20204F, BEMRATIEERYIC1 DA LD
EREWmIELE L.

Nesting of Grey-faced Buzzard was found in the
conservation area for the species of Toyota City
Nature Sanctuary in 2020 after 16 years absence.
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Japan
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Breeding

Country
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Japan

Classification
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Breeding

Country
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Japan

Classification

ST

Breeding

rayEEEHASH
% HE L FEZEB

Toyota Motor Corporation

Kojiro Murayama,
Kuninori Ban

NPO iEA
ZHIEEYSRIERE
KB KR

Miura Peninsula Biodiversity
Conservation Network

Makio Tempaku

FRE /Y NSES
EE~BERYNT—7
5% E=

Sashiba conservation
network of
Kansai and Amami

Shozo Yona

b3 Y BEBEFAFBEAEBRERICS T, RERBEOE
. HMER. SEAOEREOY L N\OERREE R
L. MAFIRPERBL7 I ROREBELEDERBFOTE
BERETL. Y NEDHREFEEM>TUL S,

We are trying to coexist with Grey-faced Buzzards
by improving the habitat of Grey-faced Buzzards
and giving consideration to construction work when
nesting in Toyota Technichal Center Shimoyama.

BRNBE=BEBICE T DY NOHIEIZ. AFHDOMR
&Y. 1997 FARBISEEA T2, HFRES NI
BFOEMREETREE CTEERE L CTBEL. Y
NOFIEBER & BILRBOBHOR LIC & 2iigiEE(L
ZHELTL S,

The breeding of the Grey-faced Buzzard in the Miura
Peninsula of Kanagawa Prefecture ceased after
1997 due to the drastic decrease paddy fields. This
project aims to restore the wetland environment of
abandoned paddy fields through cooperation with
citizens’ groups and the government, in order to
restart the breeding of Grey-faced Buzzard and
revitalize the region by improving the attractiveness
of the SATOYAMA.

REFREET - 2 /N\DOFET7EBORER

| observed a Pair of Parenting Grey—faced Buzzards
for 7 years in Kyotanabe City of Southern Kyoto
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Wild Bird Society
of Miyako

Kunihiro Nakachi

19625 ~2006F £ TORMIKMIMR (—&. HiBY 1 LX)
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| researched the Ryukyu Shimpo (and some of the

® — — AR HRE
Ichikai Town, Tochigi

Fh ik it Okinawa Times) from 1962 to 2006, and listed news-
Stopover paper articles related to SASHIBA (the Grey-faced

Buzzard). I'll consider about the changes in the

relationship between the residents and the SASHIBA

In the Miyako Islands.

12 Country AWHEEA BADY SOk - BLE L TEEROBL. Bl EERNTER — ——0
- EZFE?.’M%%W% . 3 R Uken Village, Kagoshima
B#& HE 5 EMFRHE - THET Y2 /10HK D<K YEEDHTL
Japan FY, TBP. RAEEZE. Mo\ hEREFHESEZREL.
Classificati The Nature Conservation ZRETHETHMVEAZEDTLET, R R A R R A A A A A A AT A
Llassitication Society of Japan
F ik it Seiichi Dejima Irabu Island and Shimoji Island are one of the most
Stopover important stopover site for conservation of the
HER Grey-faced Buzzard. In this place, we are promoting ¢
Wintering reforestation through the cooperation. BB RRA
Pingtung County, Taiwan
®— — J(VEY YUFIR-ZITMH
13. Country ﬁﬁﬁgﬁé N Y N\DOENER - thifkih - BRIMMOREEEDHD=DHIC, Sanchez Mira City,
SES A BEETDY S /SIBO S E IR L L LRI 1% S
Japan BOEY] ». BEEETRREESOEESE B0E] (C
Classificati The Nature Conservation 2Tk b L. BREOBRVLEFZBNALET,
Llassitication Society of Japan
. \
Seiichi Deii FREIE

§r§§l§ﬂﬂ elichi Dejima Irabu Island \
Breeding The Ryukyu Awamori “Kanro no Watari” was brewed \\
F ik it by the “Miya no Hana” brewing company on Irabu \ ﬁﬁ% . ]
Stopover Island, Miyakojima City for the conservation of the | ,s;ﬁdonma |
R ih breeding, stopover, and wintering sites of the Grey- ;F:Eil o /
Wintering faced Buzzard, made from rice from the breeding /

area in Ichikai Town. Here are the thoughts of those \ [ Y /

involved in this “Kanro no Watari”. S . p £

\ PBIR BB
2 - P ~Miyakojima City,

~ — Okinawa
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Organizer

Miyakojima City

Supervisor

Executive Committee of International
Summit on Grey-faced Buzzard in Miyakojima

The Nature Conservation Society of Japan

Collaboration

Wild Bird Society of Miyako

Wild Bird Society of Japan

Japanese Society for Preservation of Birds

Asian Raptor Research and Conservation Network

Cooperation

Yuinohashi Academy
Irabujima Elementary School, Miyakojima City

The Suntory Fund for Birds Conservation

Support

Suntory Holdings Ltd.

Backing

Okinawa Prefecture



